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CHAPTER ONE:
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LotFinder is a software program designed to
accomplish three things. First, to provide a research and
reporting mechanism to review various types of survey
acreages and their nominal locations. Second, to provide
a way to substitute resurvey lots, tracts and other
government surveys with their nominal locations
(quarter quarters) so they can be mapped. Third, to
provide a means of exporting desired surveys into a
Premier export file so you can create a quick reference
map utilizing Premier’s CarteView software. LotFinder
does not provide precise survey coordinates; instead, it
contains a substitution table that approximates an
individual survey by describing it as a square block equal
to a quarter quarter of a section.

When you have completed the LotFinder section of the training you will understand:

X/
L %4

o0

X/
L %4

size.

Each button within the LotFinder Software.
** How to connect to the correct LotFinder database.
How to research lots, tracts and other survey types to find their nominal location and exact acreage

% How to process a Premier export file, including exports from LeaseFinder, through LotFinder which
will substitute the appropriate nominal locations or quarter quarters for the survey making the surveys

mappable.

Logging on to LotFinder

0o LotFinder.

LotFinder

%* How to create an export file to map the nominal location of lots, tracts and other survey types.
p p y typ

Simply double click the LotFinder shortcut on your desktop or go to the Start menu, Programs,




Lok in; I@Lotﬁnda j - ch‘ v

TN 2

2)c0_id.ndb
(2]v_LLD.mdb

File name: I Dpen |
Files: af type: IAccess [* mak) j Cancel |

Database Setup

When connecting for the first time, you will need to connect
to a database before you can open the program. At the “Open
LLD Database” window, use the drop down menu to navigate
to where your LotFinder databases are stored and highlight
the state that you want to view.

If you need to change databases, go to the File menu, Set
Database Location to open the “Open LLD Database”
window. At the window, use the drop down menu to navigate
to where your LotFinder databases are stored and highlight
the state you want to view.

My PDS LotFinder data is stored on:

Tool Buttons

There are six tool buttons along the top of the “Premier Data Services LotFinder” window: Browse, Convert,
Export, Print, Help and Stop. The first three buttons will be covered in Chapters 1 - 3. The final three buttons/

functions will be reviewed in Chapter 5.
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CHAPTER TWO:

Using the Browse Feature - =Iolx|
The system always opens up with the browse tool i
(sunglasses icon) button selected. This screen allows you ﬁ% ‘"""| 'é 'l @
to enter a township a.nd range (the only mandatory fields) : T ——
and any other optional field, to research all of the Mowossczl[n | | G
. . Sectne  Smvey  |Rkivend Gave :
surveyed lands in this area. You can narrow the search | | bt sl -
bY filling in thq section, survey or survey type along || — —
with the township and range. o pmmn o men e R
nm ENS0N]  Lod n BTN BwHE
. . , . O Elbsan Lo = Fri
At the top of the display window is a blue bar showing W BTN Lw u ZIm Wws
. . . . o EDSAON  Lw " 072000 G
which database LotFinder is connected to. It is a good P s E o=
idea to always check this bar when opening LotFinder Iﬁl B L : Wi whw A
to ensure that you are connected to the correct state.
i Hedpy, s Fi T

LotFinder databases always have a .MDB file extension;

this is a standard Microsoft Access database extension. Files are labeled with the state abbreviation and
“LLD” for Legal Land Description, separated by an underscore. The fields and buttons located on the
Browse screen are as follows:

T ownship

Range Township and Range

Allows you to research the LotFinder database in a township. These are the only

mandatory fields.

Mendian

O LAMD DESC

Meridian
The Meridian drop down edit box lists all meridian codes in the country. Use this

when you are working in a state with more than one meridian and there are identical
numbered townships in both meridians.

Hint: Utah has more than one meridian with identical townships and ranges in each. Wyoming has more
than one meridian but the township and range numbers are unique to each meridian. See pages 49-51 in

LeaseFinder section for detailed information on Meridians and Base Lines.

Sechon

|

Survey

|

Section
Fill in this field to narrow your search to an individual section.

Survey
If you have the survey number, you can pull just that specific survey.



Survey Type Survey Type
reey Tupes You can limit your search to certain survey types by selecting one from the list.
Coal Survey The default is All Survey Types.
Allotment Survey
Metes and Bound ﬂ

':Flrl'ﬁ 1 II"'I“' QI LIATIZIN]

Run

.‘% Run Once you have filled in the fields click the Run (Aliquot, the dog) button. This button will
=E research the lots, tracts and other survey types and then fill in the display window with the
nominal location, displayed by the quarter/quarter aliquot description.

The display window contains the following information:

i echion | Section Aores | Type urvey | Suffie | Survey Acres | Aliquot I+
Section Secton | Seckon Azres | T | Survey | Sulfic | Suvey Acres | i B
Displays the number of the section in which the survey is |l B0 Lo 1 000000 MENE R =
1 ted om B40540000  Lats 10 43160000 SENW
ocatea. W GOS0 Lo 1 B0 SWKE
om 40540000 Lot 12 0380000 MwSE
: 07 BOSA0000 Lok 1 MM NESW
Sgctlon Acres . ) ) 0 0540000 Loks 1 29000 NWEW
Displays the official BLM acreage for the listed section. M RSO0 Lok 15 A0 Swow
0 BOS0000 Lot 16 L0 SESw
Tvpe 07 BOSI00 Lok 17 B0 SwSE
yp . 0 BOSA0000 Lot 2 010000 MWNE R
Displays the type of survey: lot, tract or otherwise. UU|1 BAOEAO0I0  Loks 1 40160000 NEN\Nlf R
1 )
Survey

Displays the survey number.

Suffix
Displays the survey suffix identifier.

Survey Acres
Displays the official BLM acreage for the listed survey.

Aliquot
Displays the approximate or nominal location of the survey via a quarter quarter description.

Note: Tracts are typically larger than lots, so they may be described as multiple quarter quarters.

Survey Note

An “R” means the survey has been replaced. Usually a lot has been replaced when a resurvey results in a size
change. You can sort the data in the display window by column types by clicking the column header. Clicking on
the column header a second time will switch the sort from ascending to descending order.

Hint: To sort by section, click on the Section header. To then sort by the survey within a section, click next on

the Survey header.




Exercise

Using the Browse Screen
Step 1:
Township and Range-Enter the township and range numbers

of the area you want to research.
My township and range are:

Step 2:

Meridian- Enter if needed.
The meridian (optional) is:

izl

Townckag

W LaH pEsC =] SN

fmclisn

Step 3:

Run- Click the Run button; the display window below it will populate with lots.

Step 4:
Sort- Click on the Section header to first sort by sections,
then click the Survey header to sort by survey within a section.

&5 Run
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CHAPTER THREE:

Using the Convert Feature

This screen allows you to take existing PDS export files
(created in LeaseFinder, LeaseSale or LandLink), that
contain lot, tract or other survey data and create an out-
put file. The LotFinder output file substitutes lots and
tracts with their nominal quarter quarters using the LLD
database, making the data mappable. Without this lookup
and substitution, lots and tracts cannot be mapped. The
following functions are available in the Convert screen:

Input Location File

Use the Browse button to the right of the Input Location
File field to navigate to the export file you wish to
substitute in the nominal locations for the surveys.
Typically the input file is an export file from another
program, such as LeaseFinder.

Output Location File

Again use the Browse button to the right of the Output
Location File field to navigate to where you want to
store your export file. Type in the export file name
including the file “extension.exp”. If you are storing
the output file in the same location as the input file
simply re-select the input file and use the hint below.
Typically this export file is used to create a map.

Hint: When naming your export file from
LotFinder, add an “L” to the end of the file name

to distinguish that the file has had lot substitution.

3 X ==l x|
B=m 5y o
] ﬁ Cro
i e
T Use By Tpe S pan |

| S preved aresfin Aolee Bepees ervons e @ weverven fyares,
i

Lof

For Help, prsss Fi HN
e BT
Lech e | ' Lanrmbndar =] &= & cf BB
el L= 2 0 S
Fibs pomar PEr—— Opans
Flarofppe [P0 E meet [~ een] =l Cerael
i
New Export Name B ﬂﬂ

Savein I ] Loffinder

File narne: IActiveL

Save ag type: IPDS Expaort [* &xp)

Save |
j Cancel |

4




Run
Clicking the Run button starts the process of substituting lot and tract data from the input file to
the output file.

Use Survey Type ; . ==

If this box is checked, LotFinder will look at the export file T

and retrieve those records whose survey types match the @E EJ il_:fj @

survey types of the records in the LLD database. As a general e Lacuton Fia

rule, due to inconsistencies between the LLD database and . ﬁ o
the BLM Case Recordation database, leave this box
unchecked.

[ st Lscation Pl

&

T Us Barves Tipe ,f’ Rty

| et v ol e e st B e maver e | Ij
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Exercise - Converting a file

Step 1:

Input Location File-click the “Browse” button, navigate
to your export file stored in the “Training” folder and click
€‘Open’,.

Step 2:

Output Location File- name your export file, click the
“Browse” button, navigate to the “Training” folder, and click
“ Save”.

Hint: Don’t forget to type an “L” in the file name to

indicate that lot substitution has been performed.

Step 3:

Loak i | =1 Tranng

I Ar T e

Filka nama |

Filbara of hypsar |F1:l5 Evgoaet ()

i 2=
= -Ec e

S i | = TG

A hecases. g

Filanama:  [Actscazesl

S BEpE: |FOE Expoit )

e 01| 1

Run-Click the “Run” button.
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Step 4:
Open your two files in a word processing program. Notice that in the export file the lots are now replaced with
aliquot descriptions in all caps.

"LananFindec", "Ganacic”, "Hara" "hlullinﬂ.l:","hu:i:","ﬂ'n-1
"Hacidinn®, "Townahip®, "Bange”, "Saction”, "SucveyType”, "Aliquot”, "SecinlHurbac ", "SucvayHurhec” , "Hurs "Hacidian®, "Township”, "Hange®, "Section®, "SucveyType”, "hliguot”, "Jec i lHurhac”, "Suceyiy
4, "0480N", "07700", 3, "X", "annw, neaw; ", "WTE  OOO3OLO"," ", "MARTOW BRCS INC",100.00,0.00,14%.80,7Fw 4, "0AB0N", 077047, 5,747, "aany, o ", "WYE 000301077 7, "RARTOW BROS INCT, 100.00,0.00,

5, "DaRON", "07704™, 5, "L", 73,47, WY 00O30107, " ", "NARTOW BROS IWC™,100.00,0.00,162.58, "Panding® 4, "04B0N™, "077047, 5, "L, "NENU, HUNN: ", "NYE  00030107," ©, "HARTCW BRCS [NCT,100.00,0.00,
6, "DS20N", "08Z0N™, 27,74, "all; ", "WFR  OOD4ZZ3"," ™, "HOCAE JOHN A", 100.00,0.00,1.00,"Authocized”, 9, "0SZ0K", "OBZON™, 27, A", "all:", "N¥R  00D4ZZ30,7 N, CHOONE JCHN 47, 100.00,0.00,1.00,%k
6, "DS20N™, "0BZ0N™, 26,4, "alL; ", "WPE  OOD4ZZ3"," ™, "HCCRE JUHN A", 100.00,0.00,1.00,"Authocized”, 9, "0320K", "OBZO0N™, 26, A", "all:", "N¥E 000422377 °,"HOCRE JCHN 47, 100.00,0.00,1.00,%k
¢, "05204", "OBZ0Y", 23, A", "all: ", "UTE OO n,m o ANOOAE JOHN A", 100.00,0.00,1.00, "huthorized®, 0, "OSZ0K™, "OBZON™, 23, A", "ull:", "NYE  0DO42Z3°," 7, "HCORE JOHM 47, 100.00,0.00,1.00,%%

6, "0920K", "00004™, 1,"A", "all; ", "0Y0  OODZSTY"," M, T RAILNAT CC°,100.00,0.00,1.00,"Authocized®, 9, "0530K", "OBOON™, 1, 74", "ull; ", "4TH 00038777, 7 ©, °0Y RAILWAY ©07,100.00,0.00,1.00, %k
6, "05304", "07804", 1, "4", el ", "WYR  0OOSS7I", " ", WY RAILWAY CO,100.00,0.00,1.00,"Authorized®, 6, "OS3ON", 078067, 1,747, "Rll:", "UTH 00058777, 7 7, WY RAILWAY CO°,100.00,0.00,1.00,"%%
¢, "05q04", "07804"™, 1, 4", "elL: ", "WYE  0OOSS7IT, T ", WY RAILNAY CO,100.00,0,00,1.00,"Authacized®, 4, "05490K", "0780N7, 1,747, "Rll:", "UTE  00DS@TIT, T M, WY RAILWAY CO°,100.00,0.00,1.00,"%
5, "0SZ0M", "OALOY™, 1, 74", "Ll ", "UYE  DODA4ZOC," ®, WY RAILNAY CC,100.00,0.00,1.00,"Authorized®, @, "0SZ0K", "OBLO0N™, 1,747, "ell: ", "UTH  DOD4&Z07, " ", WY RAILWAY CO°,100.00,0.00,1.00,"%%
5, "05504", "0 7704, 8, "L", ":1, 2,3, "UT0  DO134400L°, ", "CAMPRELL WILLIAN 0",100.00,0.00, 831,82, @, "OS5OK", 077047, 28, "L", "HENE, SEKE, HESE:","W¥0  DO0L2440017," °, "CRHPHELL WILLIAR D7,
2, "0550N", 07704, 22, L7, 24", WY 0013440017, ®, "CAMPBELL WILLIAN b®,100.00,0.00,831. 42, "huth 4, "05504", "07708", 25, LT, "RIW, SUNG: 0, "UYE DOL2440017, " 7, "CARPEELL WILLIAR D", 100.0
6, "05SON", 07704, 33, 74", "ne; ", TR 0013490017, " *, "CANPBELL WILLTAM 07,100.00,0.00,631. 62, "ut @, "OS50N", "07708", 33, A", "ne: ", "WTE ODO13840017," ", "CARPBELL WILLLAR D®,100.00,0.00,

¢, "05SON™, 07704, 34, L", ": 15, L6, "V¥l  OO138900L°," ", "CAMPRELL WILLIAK O",100.00,0.00,6%1,62," @, "OS50N™, "077087, 34, "L", "KUNY, JUNU: ", "UYE OOL2440017,7 7, "CARPBELL WILLIAR D", 100.0
6, "0S5ON", "07704M, 21,767, "3, 47, MUY 0013440007, " M, MCANPRELL VILLIAK 0°,100.00,0.00, 831,462, " 4, "0I50H", "077007, 21, "L7, "HESE, SESE: ", UYE 0013490017," °, "CANPRELL WILLIAM D7, 100.0
6, "0250K7, "07700", 27, 74", " 57, MY O13¢40017," ", "CARPEELL WILLIAR 07, 100,00,0.00,831, 62, "Auth 4, "0I50H", "077007, 27, L7, "HUSY, SUSH: ", UYE 0013440017," 7, "CANPRELL WILLIAM D7, 100.0
2, "0550N", "07704", 28, A", "nlaw, anaw, vian, 3uxn, wine; ", "UYR  OO13840017," ", "CAMPRELL WILLIAK 07,1 @, "0SSOH™, "07708", 28, "A", "nlav, amav, vie, aeae, wine: ", "NYE OOL349001°,7 °, PCARPRELL W
¢, "04AON", "0AZON™, 20, "A", "aZnm; ", "WTE  DOL7BEQA™, ™ ", "GAIGES BURT™,50.00,0.00,120.00,"kuthorized 4, "0480K", "0BZ0N", 20, A", "elina; ", YD DOL7BE4A"," °,"GRIGET BURT,30.00,0.00,120.00,
6, "0480H", "OBZ0N, 17, 74", "raay; ", "WTE  DOL784QA"," M, MGRIGEE BURTT,50.00,0.00,120.00, "Authacizad 9, "04B0N", "OBZON", 17, "A", "naau: ", "UYD OOL70444", " ", MGHIGRS BURTT,50.00,0.00,120.00,
4, "0480K", 08204, 28, 74", "na; ", "HYD D0ZO0774," °, "WILLISTON BASIN®,00.00,0.00,140.00, "kuthoi 6, "04B0KH", "0BZ0N", 28, "A", "na ", OWTE DO0ZO077AC," °, "WILLISTOW BASIN®, 100.00,0.00,160.
¢, "03304", "07004", 4,77, " 57", "WYE  0OZSOZET," ", MUNKNCWK, 100.00,0.00, 432, B4, "Panding”, "Convay 6, "OS3ONT, 070067, 6, "L, "IUNY, HUSH, SUIN:T, CNTR ODZSO0ZET, T 7, MUNENCHNT, 100.00,0.00, 633
8, "0530N", "07004", 7, A", "Znw, aZnn, nyan;", "NYE  O0ZS0ZA"," °,PUNKNCMN™,100.00,0.00, 632,06, "Pandd @, "0530H", "070047, 7, A7, "alny, aine, nuae: ", "NYE 00230287, °, "UNEWCNNT, 100.00,0.00, 433
&, "05304", "O700N", £, :","WYR  O0250Z8"," ", "UNKNCWN,100.00,0,00, 632,86, "Panding”, " @, "OS3OR", 070087, 6,747, "amaw, awan;: ", "NYE  OOZSOZE"," °, "UNEKCAN®,100.00,0.00,432. 84,
6, "0S30H", "07004", 7, °L", "L, 20, MY D02E0287, ", MUNENCAN®, 100,00, 0,00, €32, Be, "Panding®, "Canvay 9, "0I3ON", "OT00", 7, "L, "HUNY, UGG, WY 00230287, ", MUNKNCAN®, L00.00,0.00, 432, 04,
4, "0530K", 07004, B, A", "awnw, wZav, anaw: ", "R OOZS02E"," ", UMKNCHN®, L00.00,0.00,632, 86, "Pandd 9, "0I30N", "O700", B, "4", "auny, wZaw, aeae: ", OWTE 00250287, " ", CUNENCHN®, 100.00,0.00, 833
4, "0T30N", "0A30N™, 10, 74", "amw; ", "R DO30743"," ", "WILLISTON BASIN PPLN™,100.00,0.00,1.00,"ut 6, "0530KH", "0B30N", 10, 74", "anaw; ", "WYD  OO3074497,7 ", "WILLISTOH BASIN PPLN™,100.00,0.0

6, "04B0N", "0BZ04", B, " A", "run 0", "NPR O030745°," °,"WILLISTON BASIN PPLNT,100.00,0.00, 6, "D4BON™, "OBZON™, B, A", "nune, aane, ae: ", HYR 00307457, 7 ", CWILLISTOW BASIN PRLN", 1
5, "04L0H™, "07L04™, 35, L7, "5, PV O0217187," M, MANTELOPE COAL COP,100,00,0,00,39. 84, "huthorize 9, "04L0KN", "071067, 35, "L", "IENE: ", "UYR D017, " 7, MUNTELOPE COAL CO7,100.00,0.00,38)
6, "0410K", "07L0N™, 38, PL7, M50, MY O3L7167, 7 °, MANTELOPE COAL CCP, 100,00,0.00,39.89, Muthariza 5, "D4LON", "O7L0N", 25, LR, MSENE: 7, MWT D0217187," , ANTELCPE COAL £C°,100.00,0.00,28,
6, "0410K", "07L0N™, 35, PL", " 57, YR 00317187,7 ®, MANTELOPE COAL CC, 100.00,0.00,39.89, "huthorize 9, "0410K", "07104", 35, "L", "SENE: ", "NYE  DOX17187,7 ", "ANTELOPE COAL €07, 100.00,0.00,389,
6, "04304", "0A0ON™, 13, 74", "aZnZaw, aZaw; ", "WYR  OO36937"," ®,PWYOOTT, 100.00,0.00,1.00,"hutharized” 0, "0430K", "0B00N™, 13, "A", "alnlaw, alaw: ", "NYE  O024E37°,7 °,"NYDOTT,100.00,0.00,1.00,"
6, "0920K", "0BLOY™, 14, 74", "nZnw; ", TR DO368377," ","WTOOT",100.00,0.00,1,00, "duthocized®, "Fad. & 6, "0430K", "0B10N", 14, 74", "nine;: ", "WYD  DO34937°,° ", °WYHCTT,100.00,0.00,1.00,"huchoci
6, "0430H", "0LON™, 13, P47, "auna, nuny, a2nY, 0T DO2ERITM, " M, MUTDOTM, 100.00,0.00,1.00 6, "0430H", "OBLON", 12, "A7, "auna, nuny, aZny, nize, aege: ", 0T 00348277, 7 7, OUEDOTT, 100.0
4, "0420K", "0BLON™, 11, 74", "adaw, awan; ", YR OO26R3"," ", "WYDOTT,100.00,0.00,1.00, "Authacized®," 4, "0430H", "OBLON", 11, ™A%, "alaw, awaa: ", WYE O03ER277,7 ", OWERCTT,100.00,0.00,1.00, "Au

4, "0430H", "0ALON™, 10, "4, ™
6, "0430H", "0BZON™, 24, "4, ™

aw, svan, 3lae;", "WYR O034937°, M ", MWYOCT™,100.00,0.00,1.00, "huthorciz 4, "0930O4", "O8106™, 10, 74", "niaw, avan, alan; ", "N¥E  OO3EQ377," ", °W¥OCT,100.00,0.00,1.00

(™, WP DO3E@3T"," ¢, "WYDOT",100.00,0.00,1.00,"iukhorized”, "Fud & &, "0930OH", "OBZ 0N, 29, "4, " ","YE  OOXEE3?M,M ML PUYOOTT,100.00,0.00,1.00,"hukhoci

nun o nmpnan.n CLELEIR "




CHAPTER FOUR:

Using the Export Feature
The export tool will allow you to create a Premier Data ﬁ‘%l_ A @

export file of a single township and range or a block of

townships and ranges. This will export the survey types e ieeeh
that are selected so that the resurveyed areas can be e Lanoces: 2
mapped in CarteView. Mapping various survey types Towsshy  Bangn o nd ound

can be helpful to use as a quick reference instead of

looking up the Master Title Plat. e o (2 et -
Epcit Filer
The fields and buttons located on the Browse screen [Fioements s sengstesi o dy S Ly ﬁ =
are as follows:
I Incude Feplaned Suvey Fecos _,f- P B
II | '|ﬂ
For Help, presz FL

Township

Range

Min Yalue I

Max Yalue I

Meridian (optional)

The Meridian drop down edit box lists all meridian codes in the country.
Use this when you are working in a state with more than one meridian
and there are identical numbered townships in both meridians, such as

Utah.

Survey Type

You can limit your export to certain survey types by | Survey Types:
selecting one from the list. The default is All Survey &l Survey Tupes

Types.
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Township and Range

Allows you to search the database within a township boundary. You can
search an individual township or a block of contiguous townships using
the min and max values.

Meridian [Dptional)
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Allotment Survey
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EXpOI‘t File - Expait File

Either type in the field or use the Browse button to the right
of the Export File field to navigate to where you want to I

&~

store your export file. Typically you will use this export file
to create a map.

Hint: When naming your export file from LotFinder, add an “L” to the end of the file name to distinguish that

the file has lot substitution.

Run

Include Replaced Survey Records
Including replacements will give you over-posting or overlap so your map
may be cluttered.

75?’% Run Clicking the Run button starts the process of creating an export file that contain the nominal
locations and acreages or the selected survey types for the desired geographic area.

™ Include Feplaced Survey Fecords




Exercise
Exporting a File

Step 1:

Township and Range-Enter the township and range numbers
of the area you want to research.

My township and range are:

Step 2:

Meridian- Enter if necessary.
The meridian (optional) is:

Step 3:

Export File- name your export file, click the “Browse”
button, navigate to the “Training” folder, and click “ Save”.

Step 4:

Run-Click the “Run” button. |———
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CHAPTER FIVE:
LotFinder

The Remaining Button Functions

2

Print

The Print button is only available in the
Browse Screen. If selected, the Print window
appears. Click “OK?” to print the report.

Help
Clicking this button activates the on-line help
for LotFinder. This context sensitive program

appears on every screen so that you can access
information that pertains specifically to the screen or
topic you are viewing.
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This button will exit you out of the software. You can also click the “X” in the upper right
corner of the window or select “Exit” from the File menu to close LotFinder.




